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To r sue had been, though, as as - natural 
- to be expected, with greater force and 
MAJOR CARTWRIGHT. eloquence, expressed within the walls of 
; LETTER IV. the Congress itself ; and, which is of still 


North-Hampstead; Long-Island, Dec. 12, 1817. 

On the proceedings, which have just taken 

piace in the Congress relative to Spanish 
America. : : 
My Dear Sir, 7 

It has been very selaom, that | 

have ever done myself the henour to ad- 


dress you without feeling some degree of 


pleasure ; because, in addressing you, | 
have always been animated with a hope 
that | was contributing some feeble effort 
‘of mine towards the success of the cause 
of freedom, with which cause your re- 
spected name has long been indentifed. 

But; upoa ne occasion, during the ma- 
ny years that1 have had the great advan- 
tage of corresponding with you, have | 
ever addressed you with so much plea- 
sure as | feel at this moment ; for never 
have | before felt se confident, that events 
were rushing on with irresistible force 
towards the consummation of the wishes 
of all those who desire to see despotism 
wholly destroyed. 

When, on the fifth of this month, I was 
labouring to convince you, the people of 
England, and the People of America, that 
the measures which had been hitherto 
adopted by the American Government, 
with regard to Spanish America, were 
not impartial measures ; when | was en- 
deavouring to produce a conviction, that 
those measures had been all on one side ; 
and when I was observing, in conclusion; 
my anxious hopes, that the Congress, du- 
ring the present session, would material- 
ly alter its course ; when, in the letter 
referred to, | was making use of these 
endeavours, and expressing this hope, lit- 
tle did I imagine, far was ‘| from ‘being 
sanguine enough to expect, that precise- 
ly my opinions as to the measures in ques- 
tion, and precisely my sentiments as to 
the state of the case, and,as to the line of 
conduct which the Congress ought to pur- 


greater importance, proceedings had been 
entered upen, which will, | am fully of 
opinion, authorize you to draw the exhi- 
larating conclusion, that the doom of des- 
potism is pronounced ; and that our Bo- 
roughmengers may pack of to their es- 
tates, and amuse themselves for the ré- 
mainder of their lives, in the perusal of 
Castiereacy’s Holy Alliance, and Mr. 
Paut Meruevn’s eulogiums on Legiti- 
macy: " 

In order to show you in the clearest 
light possible, what are the grounds of 
these my expectations, I must first ob- 
serve to you, that, when the message of 
the President has been read to the Con- 
cress, the message is not echoed back, 
upon the motion and the seconding of a 
couple of mummies, dressed out for the oc- 
casion with bags tied to their poles and 
spits. to their thighs; that there is no 
sham debate which takes place, and that 
nobody can tell, till the discussion be over, 
what the result of it will be ; for, as you 
well know, seats in the Congress are not 
bought and sold, and Jet out to hire, but 
are filled by men, really and fairly cho- 
sen by the free voice of the people. 

No answer at all is given to the mes- 
sage ; but, it being the President’s re- 
presentation of the state of the nation’s 
affairs, it is taken into consideration, in 
consequence of a motion made for that 
purpose ; or, diiierent parts of it are ta- 
ken into consiration, upon separate mo- 
tions ; and out of these considerations fre- 
quently arise legislative measures. 

On the third of December a motion 
was made to take’ into consideration, by 
way of referring to a select committee, so 
much of the message of the President as 
related to the foreign affairs of the Uni- 
ted States. | am now speaking of the 
proceedings in the House of Represen- 
tatives. The speaker of that House} Mr. 





Cray, moved to amend the motion by the 
addition of the following words: ‘* And 
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that the sad Committee be instructed to 
inquire whether any, and, if any, what 
provisions of law are necessary to ensure, 
to the American Colonies of Spain, a just 
observance of the duties incident on the 
neutral relations in which the United 
States stand, in the existing war, between 
them and Spain.” 

This amendment WAS AGREED TO 
WITHOUT ANY OPPOSITION. But 
this amendment is nothing compared fo 
what followed: this is only a glimpse 
through the gloom; read the speech of 
Mr. Cray, which I now do my work 
the very great honour of inserting in it, 
and you will see the Sun of liberty dissi- 
pating all the clouds of every description 
that cbscured his rays. 

« Mr. Clay said, that his presenting, at 
‘¢so early a period of the session, this 
‘‘ subject to the consideration of the 
house, was in consequence of certain 
‘* proceedings, which he had seen repre- 
‘* sented in the public prints as having ta- 
‘* ken place before certain of our courts of 
*‘ justice. ‘T'wo or three cases bearing 
** on this subject had come to his know- 
** ledge, which he wished to state to the 
** house. : The first had occurred at’ Phi- 
‘‘Jadelphia, before the circuit court of 
‘‘ the U.S. held in that city. The cir- 
‘¢ cumstances of the case, for which, how- 
‘‘ ever, he did not pretend to vouch, 
** (having received them through the 
‘* channel already indicated,) were these : 
‘* if they were incorrectly stated, he was 
‘“ happy that a gentleman had taken his 
‘‘ seat this morning from that city, who 
‘* would be able to correct him: that 9 
‘‘or 10 British disbanded officers had 
‘* formed in Europe the resolution to unite 
‘‘ themselves with the Spanish patriots 
‘Sin the contest existing between them 
‘and Spain; that to carry into effect 
‘¢ this intention, they had sailed from Eu- 
‘* rope, and in their transit to South Ame- 
‘¢ rica had touched at the port of Phila- 
‘¢ delphia ; that, during their residence 
‘* in Philadelphia, wearing, perhaps, the 
‘ arms and habiliments of military men, 
‘‘ making no disguise of their intention 
‘to participate in their struggle, they 
“took passage in a vessel bound to 
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‘‘ some port in South America; that a 
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‘knowledge of this fact having come to 
‘* the ears of the public authorities, or, 

‘* perhaps, at the instigation of some agent 
‘** of the Spanish government, a prosecu- 
cution was commenced against these 
officers, who, from their inability to 
‘procure bail, were confined in prison. 
‘“* [f, said Mr. C.. tie circumstances at- 
- tending this transaction be correctly 
stated, it becomes an imperious duty in 
the house to institute the i inquiry con- 
templated by the amendment which I 
have proposed. That this was an ex- 
traordinary case was demonstrated by 
the fact of the general sensation which 
‘it had excited on the subject in the 
‘* place where it had occurred. Filled, 
as that respectable and populous city 
is, with men differing widely on politi- 
cal topics, and entertaining various 
views of public affairs, but one senti- 
‘* ment, Mr. C. said, prevailed on this 
* subject, which was favourable to the 
persons thus arraigned. With regard 
to the conduct of the court, on this oc- 
casion, he would say nothing. The 
respect which, whilst he had a seat on 
this floor, he should always show to 
every department of the government— 
the respect he entertained of the hon. 
judge who had presided, forbade him 
from pronouncing the decision of that 
court to have been unwarranted by law. 
But he felt himself perfectly sustained 
in saying, that if the proceeding was 
warranted by the existing law, it was 
the imperious duty of congress to alter 
‘‘ the law in this respect. For what, he 
‘¢ asked, was the neutral obligation which 
‘* one nation owed to another engaged in 
‘war? ‘The essence of it is this: that 
‘‘ the belligerent means of the neutral 
‘‘ shall not be employed in the war in fa- 
‘‘ your of either of the parties. That is 
‘‘ the whole of the obligation of a third 
** party in a war between two others ; it 
‘* certainly does not require of one nation 
‘‘to restrain the belligerent means. of 
‘‘ other nations. If those nations choose 
‘‘ to permit their means to be employed 
‘‘ in behalf of either party, it is their bu- 
‘¢ siness to look to it, and not ours. Let 
‘< the conduct of the persons prosecuted 
‘© be regarded in its most unfavourable 
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* light—let it be considered as the pas- 
‘‘ sage of troops through our country, and 
*‘ there was nothing in our neutral obli- 
‘¢ gations forbidding it. 

** The passage ‘of troops through a 
neutral country, according to his im- 
‘* pressions, was a question depending on 
‘‘ the particular interest, quiet or repose 
of the country traversed, and might be 
granted or refused, at its discretion, 
‘‘ without, in any degree, affecting the 
‘¢ obligations of the neutral to either of 
* the parlies engaged in the controversy 

* But surely, Mr. C. said, this was not a 
case of the passage of troops: the per- 
‘< sons apprehended not being in sufficient 
‘* number, not organized or “equipped 1 
‘* such a manner as, under any construc- 
* tion, 'to constitute a military corps. 
On this case he would detain the hous: 

‘‘ no longer, he said, for he was satisfied 
‘‘ they could not but agree with bim that 
‘* if the law justified the proceeding that 
‘* had taken place, that law ought to be 
imediately amended. Other cases had 
occurred in which it appeared to him 
‘‘ it became the congress to interpose its 
‘* authority. Persons sailing under the 
flag of the provinces had been araigned 
in our courts, and tried for piracy ; in 
one case, after having been arraigned, 

tried, and acquitted of piracy, the same 
individuals, at the instigation of a Spa- 
nish officer or agent, had been again 
arraigned for the same offence. ‘The 
gentlemen from Massachusetts would 
correct him if he was wrong, for the 
“¢ case had occurred in the town of Bos- 
‘‘ ton. We admit the flag of these colo- 
** nies into our ports, said Mr. C.; we 
** profess to be neutral; but if our laws 
‘** pronounce, that the moment the pro- 
‘* perty and persons under that flag en- 
** ter our ports they shall be seized, the 
*€ one claimed by the Spanish minister or 
** consul as the property of Spain, and 
‘*the other prosecuted as pirates, that 
“* law ought to be altered if we mean to 
*‘ perform our neutral professions. | 
“have brought the subject before this 
** house thus promptly, said Mr. C. be- 
** cause I trust, that zn this house, the 
“* cause will find justice ; that, however 
** treated elsewhere, on this floor will be 
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‘found a guardian interest attending to 
‘* our performance of the just obligations 
‘* of neutrality. . Hitherto, he said, what- 
** soever might have been our intialiene, 
“‘ our acts had been all on the other side. 
‘¢ From the proclamation of 1815, issued 
‘* to terminate an expedition supposed to 
‘* be organizing in Louisiana, an exped:- 
‘tion existing only in the mind of the 
Chevalier de Onis, down to the late act 
‘whether the measure was a proper 
‘* one or not he did not say; his confi- 
‘* dence in the executive led him to sup- 
‘‘ pose it was adopted on_ sufficient 
‘* grounds—down to the order for sup- 
pressing, as it was called, the establish- 
‘* ments at Amelia Island and Galveztown 
‘* all the acts of government had been 
‘*on one side: they all bore against the 
** colonies, against the cause in which the 
patriots of south America were ardu- 
ously engaged. It became us, said he, 
‘* to leok to the other side, honestly in- 
‘* tending neutrality, as he believed we 
‘did. Let us recollect the condition of 
‘“‘ the patriots: no minister here to spur 
onour government, as was said in an 
‘* interesting, and, it appeared to him, a 
very candid work recently published 
in this country, respecting the progress 
of the South American revolution—no 
minister here to be rewarded by noble 
honours in consequence of the tuiiu- 
‘* ence he is supposed to possess with the 
American government. No—their un- 
fortunate case, Mr. C. said; was what 
‘ours had been in the years 1778 and 
** 1779-; their ministers, like our Frank- 
‘* jins and Jays at that day, were skulk- 
ing about Europe, imploring inexora- 
ble legitimacy—one kind look—some 
aid to terminate a war afflicting to hu- 
‘‘manity. Nay, their situation was 
worse than ours : for we had one great 
and magnanimous ally to recognise us ; 
but no nation had stepped forward to 
acknowledge any of these provinces. 
‘* Such disparity between the panties, 
Mr. C. said, demanded a just attention 
‘* to the interests of the party which was 
unrepresented ; and if the facts whick 
he had mentioned, and others which 
had come to his knowledge, were cor- 
‘‘ rect, they loudly demanded the inter- 
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- ment made by the Speaker was substan- 





** position af Congress. He trusted the 
‘** House would give the subject their 
‘* attention, and show that here, in this 
** place, the obligations of neutrality 
‘** would be strictly regarded in respect 
* to Spanisn America. 

‘““Mr. SerceaNtT rose, in consequence 
of the gentleman having appealed to 
him, not to enter into any discussion 
of the question presented by the amend- 
ment, but to speak of the facts which 
were within his knowledge. The state- 


tially correct: it was also correct that 
the circumstance had occasioned conside- 
rable sensation among all parties in the 
city of Philadelphia. Mr. S. recapitulat- 
ed the principal facts, adding, that the 
vessel in which these persons embarked 
was laden with munitions of war. As re- 
spected the views and intentions of the 
persons apprehended, Mr. S. said, he be- 
heved they had neither any intention nor 
any idea of violating the laws of the Unit- 
ed States, and that their conduct had been 
perfectly decorous and correct. ‘The! 
court had thought they had offended 
against the Act of Congress of the last 
session; or were so far at least of that 
opinion, that they thought it necesssary 
to detainthem. The bail demanded was 
not high ; but they were not able to pro- 
cure it, and were, therefore, committed 
to jail. It was because of the correct de- 
portment of these persons, that the sen- 
timent in their favour had been so gene- 
ral; but no complaint was made of the 
Court, for which the same respect was 
entertained with which the Speaker him- 
self had regarded it. He had mentioned 
these facts only, that the house might, 
when the time came for acting on it, be 
aware of the construction put on the ex- 
isting law, so far as any had been given.” 
The amendment moved by Mr. Clay 
to the first resolution was agreed to with- 
out opposition, y 
Here, then, you see, my dear Sir, that, 
while I was thinking it necessary to apo- 
logize, in some measure, for expressing 
the opinions which I did express; while 
{ was thinking it necessary to guard my- 
self at every step by references to Sta- 
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gentleman, plainly and honestly asserting ~ 
all that I bad asserted, anda great deal 
more than I was willing to venture to as- 
sert; here you find the assertion of the 
wrong measures ; the assertion of the 
people’s real sympathy with the Spanish 
Colonies ; the assertion that the mea- 
sures of this government had all been in 
favour of Old Spain ; and, in short, a 
clear indication, to my mind, at any rate, 
that, in spite of our Boroughmongers, 
aided by all the cunning of the Jenxin- 
sons, the AppineTons and the rest of 
the tribe, the standard of freedom will 
soon wave over the whole of this Wes- 
tern World. You know as well as I do, 
that the Boroughmongers dare not stir 
against the Spanish Patriots. Their dif- 
ficulties at home, their perishing agricul- 
ture and manufactures ; their exhausted 
and beggared finances ; their tottering 
paper system ; their fifteen millions an- 
nually of poor-rates ; the just hatred in 
which their Bourbon-system is held ; 
these and numerous other considerations, 
of which I shall speak more particularly 
by-and-bye, render it utterly impossible 
for them to raise taxes to go to war on 
the side of their beloved Ferdinand. 
But, I must not indulge myself in obser- 
vations of this sort til! | have inserted, for 
your perusal, a speech upon the same 
subject, made also in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, on the fifth of December, by 
Mr. Rosertson, who proposed the fol- 
lowing resolution : 


‘¢ Resolved, That the president of the U. 
‘‘ States be requested to lay before the 
‘‘ House of Represenitives such informa- 
‘tion as he may possess and think pro- 
‘‘ per to communicate, relativeto the in- 
‘dependence and political condition of 
‘‘ the province of Spanish America.” 


‘The resolution having been read— 
‘< Mr. Rogerson-said,. that he suppo- 
‘sed there would be no objection to 
“the adoption of the resolution which 
‘he had just submitted to the conside- 
'¢¢ ration of the House. He found, from 


‘‘the late message of the President, 
‘‘ that the attention of the House, as well 





tutes and by arguments drawn from the 
laws and usages of nations, here was this 


‘“¢ as of the nation, had been, in a general 
“¢ way, directed to the situation ofthe pro- 
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‘* vinces of Spanish America. The Pre- 
‘*¢ sident had observed too, and very tru- 
‘t ly, that the citizens of the U. States sym- 
‘* pathized in the events which affected 
‘* their neighbours. Mr. R. said, that; 
‘as far back as the year 1811, this sub- 
** ject had excited considerable imterest ; 
** that a committee had been raised ; the 
** declaration of findependence, and the 
‘‘ constitution of Venezuela, with other 
** information, laid before it by the Pre- 
‘*sident, and a report on them subuutted 
**tothe House. The report, among other 
‘‘ things, expressed much good will to- 
‘‘ wards the Venezueleans, and an inten- 
* tion to acknowledge their independence 
‘* whenever that independence should be 
‘achieved. -From that time till the pre- 
‘sent, silence had been observed in re- 
‘* gard to affairs of that part of the conti- 
“ment. The reason was obvious : we 
** were soon after engaged in war with 
‘* Eagland, and since the peace our press- 
** ing concerns had occupied our attention. 

** The President hasspoken, sir, of the 
‘* interest and the sympathy we feel in 
“the affairs of our southern neighbours. 
‘* Perhaps it may be said, with truth, that 
‘no subject excites throughout the civili- 
** zed world a.stronger interest than the 
* contest in which the provinces of Span- 
‘‘ ish America are engaged. Every wind 
‘‘that blows wafts to eur shores the 
‘**schemes and speculations of European 
‘statesmen and politicians ; from the 
‘* frozen regions of the north to tke mil- 
‘- der climes of the Peninsula,: it elicits 
‘** remark and commands attention. Even 
** Alexander, he who indites epistles about 
“peace and bible societies, while he 
‘‘ whets the sword of battle and prepares 
‘‘the weapons of destruction, he is 
‘‘about to furnish his Cossacks to add 
‘to the horros of, as it is already call- 
‘*ed, the war of death. The thunders 
‘‘ of the Pope too, the head of the Chris- 
‘* tian church, begin to be heard, and no 
‘*doubt we shall soon see his anathemas 
‘giving up the people of South America, 
‘‘ body and soul, to the punishments due 
‘here and hereafter to the crimes of 
‘¢ rebellion and republicanism. If, then, 
“to governments across the Atlantic, the 
6 situation of the people be thus interest- 
‘~ing, surely it is net a matter of surprise 
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‘‘ that the citizens of the U. States should 
“with some solicitude turn their at- 
“tention towards them. Every republi- 
‘can in the U. States must lament their 
‘* disasters, and exult in their triumphs : 
‘* they do but follow the example we have 
‘* set them ; we owe our glory aad our 
‘‘fame to resistence to arbitrary power, 
‘and the people of Spanish America, 
‘‘and all others groaning under oppres- 
* sion, must owe their elevationand worth 
‘* of character to the same circumstance. 
‘They do but follow in our footsteps ; 
‘‘itis in vain to deny or disguise the 
‘* fact—it is known throughout the world— 
‘* whatever of injury despotism or priest- 
‘* craft have sustained, whether from the 
‘* revolution of France, or that which now, 
** | hope, flourishes in our hemisphere, is 
‘‘]uid to the account of our glorious re- 
* volution, and the excejlext. principles 
*‘ of our constitution. 

‘‘It is to be regretted, Mr. Speaker, 
“that our acquaintance with the people 
‘* of Spanish America is not more parti- 
‘* cular and intimate than it is ; we enter- 
‘ tain but one sentiment about them ; our 
‘‘ feelings are all in unison ; yet we dif- 
‘ fer-and dispute on a variety of points, 
‘‘ which it is desirable should be no lon- 
“ ¢er suffered to remain in doubt. Mex- 
‘ico, Peru, Chili, Buenos Ayres, Ven- 
‘* ezuela, New Grenada, are they inde- 
‘‘ pendent ? Are they struggling for in- 
‘*‘ dependence, or have they yielded to 
‘their European tyrant ? Have they 
‘* made known their situation to the Exe~ 
‘‘ cutive Department ? Have they deman- 
‘‘ded to be recognized as independent 
*‘ sovereignties ? Do they gayern them- 
‘‘selves ? elect their agents, legislative, 
‘‘ executive, and juditiary ? lay and collect, 
** taxes, raise and support armies and na- 
‘* vies ? It is possible that these 
‘‘ facts are in the possession of the Pre- 
** sident ; it is very well known that there 
‘‘have heen agents, men of high res- 
‘‘ pectability, sent publicly from the 
‘* governments of Venezuela, New Grana- 
‘¢da, Buenos Ayres, and Mexico, to this 
‘‘ country, and, for any thing | know to 
‘‘the contrary, frem other provin- 
It is probable that they have 
“not remained silent; but, whatever 
‘‘ they may have said has not been made 
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‘* known to this house, or to this nation. 
‘“ As our government is essentially pop- 
‘ular, | wish information to be givin 
‘* to the people. 1 wish for information, 
‘* that oar judgments may sanction senti- 
‘‘ timents our hearts so warmly approve. 
‘“} do not mean, Mr. Speaker, to commit 
‘* myself in regard to my future course 
‘**—<it must, to a ceriain extent, depend 
‘* upon circumstances. The'house will 
‘* act as circumstances may require ; but 
‘‘ for myself | have no hesitation to say, 
‘* that, if it shall appear that the provin- 
‘* ces of Spanish America, orany of them, 
‘‘ are really independent, no earthly con- 
‘* sideration shall prevent me, in my pub- 
‘*iic character, from acknowledging 
‘* them as sovereign states.” 

I think I see joy beam on your coun- 
tenance upon the reading of these speech- 
es, liere vou will recognize the glori- 
ous spirit of our foretuiaers. What a 
contrast is here with the sophistical cant, 
the uumeaning pomposity, and the cor- 
rupt and base disposition of men who buy 
or hire their seats.” If we live in an age, 
when hired spies, when dealers in human 
blood, when perjured wretches, when 
purchased witnesses, when packed ju ries, 
véien notoriously corrupt and servile 
jadzes, and when still more criminal 
traitors to the cause of freedem itself; if 
we live in an age, when all these find.a 
sanctuary in some legislative bodies, we 
also live in an age when there is, at any 
rate, one legislative body where all 
these are held in abhorrence. 

Before this time, or about this time, 
you will have read the petition to the 
Prince Regent, which I thought it my 
duty to send forward more than two 
months aco. When | wrote that petition, 
1 was in despair as to the intentions of 
this government ; and my object was, to 
awaken, through the channel of a peti- 
tion to the Prince, the attention of the 
whole of our country. It was impossible 
for me to overlook what I deemed the 
pértiality of this government, so mani- 
fest in the act of Congress of March last; 
and, seeing in that act the clear indication 
of a policy entirely hostile to the Spanish 
Patriots, the whole force of my State- 
ments, arguments, and conclusions, was 
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directed, with a wish to produce an inter- 
ference on the part of England, which 
would have supplied the place of the ef-. 
fects of a really impartial neutrality in the 
United States. 

I most anxiously desire that that inter- 
ference may yet take place ; but, though 
1 mosi anxiously wish that my own coun- 
try may act that part which becomes the 
land which was the cradle of freedom, 
and which has been so famed in the world 
for the renowned men whom she has pro- 
duced, the friends and advocates of free- 
dom; though | wish her largely to par- 
ticipate in the benefits to be derived from 
the new distribution of wealth and of 
power which is now going to take place 
amongst civilized nations ; though I wish 
her to derive present benefit, permanent 
prosperity and power, and immortal glory 
from her measures and her conduct as to 
this great change in the aflairs of the 
world, | by no means wish her to acquire 
the capacity of wantonly. injuring this 
country ; and, more especially, I do not 
wish the tyrant usurpers of eur rights to 
acquire any additional power of enrichin 
themselves, or of doing mischief to any 
part of mankind. 

Stull, however, I wish the Spanish Pa- 
triots to be free and independent. They 
have a right to that freedom and that in- 


- 





dependence. I will not fear that the aid- 
ing of twenty millions of men to obtain 
their freedom, can, in the end produce 
mischie: to mankind in general, nor to my 
own country in particular ; and, if | must 
run the risk even of aggrandizing the 
Boroughmongers, | will say, that, cor- 
dially as I detest them, and the whole of 
their swindling broods, male and female, 
who prey upon the vitals of a starving na- 
tion; much as I detest them, I will run 
the risk of gratifying even their rapaci- 
ty, rather than not see insured the libera- 
tion of twenty millions of people from the 
fangs of civil and religious tyranny. I 


will be guided in my wishes and my 
endeavours-by your.maxim.: .‘* Let us de 
our duty, and leave the rest to God.” 

I am quite certain, however, that one 
of the effects of the freedom of Spanish 
America, would be, the total destruction, 





in afew years, of every remnant-and rag 
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of that despotism, which the Borough- 
mongers thought they had for ever estab- 
lished in England. But, much more. ra- 
pid in its operation will that effect be if 
the liberation of Spanish America take 
place with the cordial good will, the un- 
disguised friendship and countenance and 
support, as far as sound policy will allow 
of it, of this free, happy, and flourishing 
country. 

If ihe United States had persevered in 
a line of conduct hostile or unfriendly 
towards the rising States of South Ameri- 
ca, the Borougbmongers would have suf- 
fered the Revolution to drawl along. 
They would have delighted im the work 
of carnage. They would have favoured 
this party or that party occasionally, as 
best suited their-own policy and diaboli- 
cal views ‘They would have made it 
such a bloody and miserable work, as to 
have coupled horror with the very sound 
of the word freedom, in the same man- 
ner that they did in France ; and, at last, 
they would-have endeavoured to seize 
holt of and appropriate to their own 
greedy purposes, parcels, here and there, 
of the lacerated country. And, they 
would have contrived, had it been possi- 
ble, so to end the matter as to obtain the 
means of annoying and injuring the United 
States. I do not believ< ‘hat they could 
have succeeded in all this ; but their en- 
deavours would have tended to these 
ends. 

‘How different will be the case, if the 
Congress now do its duty; if the Con- 
gress now leave the law of nations where 
they were; if the Congress now act fully 
up to the definition of Mr. Monros, con- 
sidering the two parties in the struggle 
as upon a footing of perfect equality with 
regard to neutral nations! How differ- 
ent will the state of things instantly be- 
e¢ome when the government of the United 
States has once received the Public Mi- 
nisters of the new governments! The 
whole fice of affairs will change in an in- 
stant. ‘Those severe laws, of which | 
spoke to you in my last letter, can no 
longer exist under the change which I 
contemplate. The supply of arms and 
other munitions of war will no longer 
meet with impediments, Enterprizing 
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men inthis country will go, as they have 
a right to do, and espouse the cause of 
the Patriots. They will carry with them 
the principles of freedom, and they will 
infuse those principles, along with a 
friendly dispositon towards their own 
country into the governments of South 
America; so that, if England chuses to. 
run a race in the giving of freedom to 
those interesting countries, she will have 
a rival in the race to tell ber, that she 
must bring real freedom with her, that 
she must leave at home Holy Alliances 
and Divine Rights, or that she may as well 
not enter the course. 

There seems to have been an opinion, 
amongst some persons on this side of the 
water, that there was danger of plunging 
the country into war by an open acknow- 
ledgment of the independence of South 
America. Into war with whom? With 
the petticoat weaver? To say the most 
of it, this war could have little more of 
danger in it than a war with the person- 
age who wears those*famous petticoats. 
She, when living at Loretto, with a pair 
of big diamonds for her eyes, and deco- 
rated with all the gold and jewels, which 
the Priests finally stole away, leaving her 
a naked piece of wood, which was finally 
carried to Paris and put to its proper use ; 
that is to say, burned as fuel: she, when 
in possession of all her riches, might 
have hired a band of myrmidons who, in 
a lucky moment, might have fallen upon 
the unarmed inhabitants of Hampton or 
Frenchtown, or perhaps, have pillaged 
the shops of such a place as Alexandria 
in Virginia. But, as to the petticoat-: 
weaver, what has he to make war with, 
which would not be subdued and captured 
without the firing of a gun ? 

Russia! ‘There are people weak 
enough to talk about the intentions of 
that mighty potentate, who, before the 
French army was within two hundred 
miles of his seaports sent off his fleet. to 
be taken care of for him, in the Marbours 
of England ; that mighty potentate, whose 
nautical experience seems to have been 
confined to the sham-fight on the Serpen- 
tine River. Very able indeed to pour 
bis hordes out upon the Poles and the 
Saxons, and the miserable Turks ; very | 
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able, indeed, as Mr. Rosertson observes, | 
to ‘** endite epistles about peace and bi- | 
‘¢ ble societies, while he whets the sword | 
‘‘ of battle and prepares the weapons of 
‘* destruction,” but not very able, it seems 
to me, to send fleets and armies to make 
war upon this free people. Do these 
lovers of peace fear that France will 
take umbrage at the Congress espousing 
the cause of Spanish America! Do they 
fear the ill-will of that poor miserable 
tribe, who are propped up by the Bo- 

roughmongers of England, while those 
Beroughmongers, in their turn, are prop- 
ped up, partly by the uncertain bayonet, 

and partly by a paper-system that rocks 
the nation to and fro, like a ship at sea 
without sails or rudder? The liberties of 
America would be in a pretty state in- 
deed, if they were in danger from any 
disposition that might be entertained by 
the poor things that now govern France, 

under the absolute control of a member 
of the sapient family of Wellesley. Oh, 

no! There can no war arise to America 
from taking part with the Spanish Patri- 
ots. ‘The government of England is the 
only enemy, in this case, worth thinking 
about ; and, God be praised, that govern- 
ment is not in a state to be wholly una- 
ble to undertake any mischievous war. 

Burke might rise from the dead. With 
the assistance of the Pope, and the ¢on- 
sent of the Devil, he may, for any thing 


that 1 know to the contrary, be brougit | 


back upon earth to cry for war and blood | 
in order to prevent slaves from becom- 
ing free in any part of the world, lest the | 
example should operate to the disadvan- | 
tage of the Boroughmongers in ‘England. | 
Brought back upen the e: wth, and labour: | 
ing, as he did before, { have not the least | 
doubt that he would have the Firzwit- 
uiams and the iike to prompt, and back 
him, and te make the nation pay hiin, 
even after he was dead again. But, 1 
defy both the Pope and the Devil to fur- 
nish forth thé means for carrying on a 
eecond crusade against the liberties of 
mankind, 

The very out-fit of g war in the cause 
of Ferpinanp, and against these States, | 
svould cost a hundrefl millions sterling. 
‘Lhe prosecution of the war for a year! 
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would double the amount; would almost’ 
annihilate many branches of manufacture 
|in England ; and, though, for argument’s 
sake, we will suppose it to be crowned 
with success, what would be its effects ? 
Why, the emigrating’ of the manufac-: 
tures of the United States ; the increas- 
ing of their maritime power; the vastly 
increasing of their reputation and weight 
in the world ; and the enfeebling, in: a 
degree beyond all calculation, of England 
herself. 3 
Besides, how are the Boroughmongers 
to go into a war for any object, in which 
notorious hostility shall be included, while 
the nation is in its present state ? What! 
Call upon the people to fight, when they 
are bound hand and foot? Keep them, 
like dogs, chained by the collar, and only 
let loose to be set upon an unoflending 
object? The truth is, they dare not go 
to war against Spanish America. ‘They 
have been unable, even as ‘things now 
are, to silence the press. By the excess 
of their tyranny they havé awakened 
juries to a sense of their duty. Men 
dare publish now, under the well-known 
proiection of juries, what they have not 
dared publish during any time within the 
last twenty-live years. This is acurious © 
fict; but it is a fact, nevertheless, per- 
fectly true; and it is a fact quite sufhi- 
cient to convince me, that the despots, 





bold and ruffian-like as they are, dare 
not go to war against the ‘Patriots of 
Spgnish Ameriéa. 

But, besides the power of the press in 
this case ; besides the ticklish state of 
all title-deeds and all coronets that are 
hung up, for security, upon the point of | 
the bayonet ; ; besides the state of Ireland 
and the general state of the whole King- © 
dom, as to the feelings and dispositions of 
the People ; besides the natural effect of 
‘a conviction in the mind of every misera- 
ble man, that he has been made misera- 
ble by wars carried on against liberty 
abroad ;_ in addition to all these comes 
the absolute poverty, the absolute want 
of means, of the government, which, be- 
sides its enormous debt which is known, 
has an enormous debt which is not 
known, but which must soon be made - 
known. The whole of the debt of Ame- 
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rica put together falls short by one half 
of the sum, which in England is now out- 
standing in the shape of Exchequer Bills. 
The taxes of last year fell more than 
fifteen millions short of the expenditure, 
though they included nearly twenty mil- 
lions. that cannot be raised this year. 
Schemes are on foot, and Reports of the 
Parliament have actually been made to 
prepare the way for the application of a 
sponge. And, is this a state in which a 
nation can go to war? Compare. this 
state with that of America, whose Presi- 
dent recommends the taking off of taxes, 
at the same time that he recommends the 


it were undertaken, swift destruction 
would fall upon the heads of the under- 
takers. | 

Therefore, my dear Sir, this country 
is perfectly safe now to pursue the path 
prescribed by the universal feeling of its 
own happy people. When I wrote my 
last letter, 1 only knew, with regard to’ 
the eleven gentlemen imprisoned at Phi- 
ladelphia, that they had been imprisoned, 
and upon the grounds stated by me. I 
was not aware, that their imprisonment 
had excited so general a sentiment in 
their favour in Pennsylvania, and I am 
very glad to hear that it has. I endea- 





rewarding of every necessitous survivor of | 
those men who fought in the Revolutionary | 
war, thirty years ago. | 


A war now waged by England against | 


these ‘states and against the Patriots of 
South America, would, whether it suc- 
ceeded in its immediate object or not, 
complete her ruin; that is to say, the to- 
tal ruin of all her pecuniary means in a 
natural point.of view, and must lead to a 
bloody Revolution. But, my opinion is, 
that the Boroughmongers would not be 
able to take the first step in the war. 
Such a war would be so manifestly con- 
trary to the interests of manufacturers, 
merchants and all persons in trade, and it 
would be so impossible for the Borough- 
mongers, even aided by Burke, the Pope 
and the Devil, to create false alarms, that 


voured, in my last, to explain to you, that, 
if these gentlemen had been legally con- 
fined, the law, under which they were 
confined, was wholly against the Colonies 
and in favour of Spain ; and 1 am happy to 
hear Mr. Cray say, ‘ that if the law had 
justified the proceeding, the law ought to be 
immediately amended.” It has not es- 
caped Mr. Cray, | am very sure, that’ 
the section of the Act of 1794, under 
which the gentlemen in question haye 
been imprisoned, is not at all applicable 
to persons engaged on the side of Old 
Spain. In short, the Act of 1794) as far 
as it can have any effect at all, must al- 
ways operate in favour of Old Spain and 
against the Colonies ; and, therefore, 
there cannot be the smallest pretension 
to impartiality, as long as that Act exists. 





they never could succeed in gaining any 
body to their side, except those who were 
to profit from the war. In the case of 
their attempting a war of this sort, we | 
should have with us ninety-nine hun- 
dredths of those who have now been 
against us. Every man would see that 
his interest and the interest of his family | 
were about.to be sacrificed for the sake 
of upholding the principles, upon which 
these cormorants claim the right to de- 
vourus. The sluggish. the selfish, the 
cowardly, who now sctlk into ¢6rners, 
and the violent base, who join our op- 
pressors, would, in the case here con- 
templated, show themselves on our side ; 
and, against this universal feeling ; against 
the opposition it would be met with in 
every quarter, and in all shapes and forms, 


The partial effect of the Act of March 
last, 1 have fully noticed; and I think 
there can be no doubt at all, that both the 
Acts will now be repealed. 


I observed, in my last letter, that the 


President’s declaration, with respect to 
the equal footing on which the hostile 
parties stood with regard io neutral states, 
could not be reconciled with a refusal, 
on the part of the United States, to re- 
ceive the public ministers or other agents 
of the Colonists ; and, | am: happy to per- 
ceive, that Mr. Roserrson, on the very 
day on which I was writing that observa- 
tion to you, was making a proposition on 
the very subject to the Congress. There 
can be no doubt, that, from the terms of 
the President’s messuage, he himself con- 
templates the receiving of the persons 





the war could not be undertaken ; and, if 


here alluded to ; andi need not observe 
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to you that, when this step is taken, the 
thing is nearly done ; for, this Act alone, 
without any law or any proclamation 
amounts to an acknowledgment of the zn- 
dependence of the Colonies , and most hap- 
py shall I be, my dear Sir, to have to 
communicate to you that this important 
step has been taken. ‘The United States 
of America will then, as they ought, stand 
firstas the friends of the oppressed. 
They will by this Act exalt their own 
character ; and will give countenance to 
every man in every part of the world, 
who has been an advocate for their form 
of government. They will give, by this 
step, the hardest and the heaviest blow 
that has ever yet been given to the ty- 
rants.of the earth. Then, indecd, we shall 
see amply verified that prediction of 
Water, the caitiff proprietor of the 
Times news-paper, that ‘ regular go- 
‘* vernments would never be safe, as long 
‘* as the United States were suffered to 
‘* exhibit to the world an example of suc- 
‘“‘ cessful democratic rebellion ; upon 
which opinion he recommended to the 
governmeut at home, a vigorous prose- 
cution of the late war until James Madi- 
son should be deposed, in which he was 
joined by Sir Josern Sypney Yorker, 
who uttered the same opinion from his 
seat in Parliament, or, rather, from the 
seat of his brother the Earl of Hanrp- 
WICKE. 

Let us have this acknowledgment on 
the part of the Congress, and we may, 
without grudging, suffer the gentlemen 
of St. Stephen’s to look wise and talk big 
as long as they please. We may let 
them amuse themselves with projects for 
preventing the poor from breeding ; with 
projects for mafing corn dear to day ; 
with projects for making corn cheap to- 
morrew ; with projects for putting out to 
interest the savings of labourers whose 
families are starving, and who pay one 
half of the amount of their earnings to 
defray the expenses of natianal debts and 
of standing armies in time of peace ; with 
projects for feeding Joun Buxx upon fish, 
justead of his boasted roast beef, ‘* fish 
being the natural food of Islanders,” 
though we, im this Long Island, love 
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and geese and fowls, much better than 
we do fish ; with projects for enabling the 
parishes to pay the poor rates by lending 
them money out of the other taxes ; with 
projects for making English manufactures 
supplant American manufactures by pay- 
ing the English weaver out of the poor- 
rates ; with projects for raising a revenue 
by making the people of England pay 
twenty shillings a bushel for salt, which 
salt, when brought to America, we buy 
for two and six pence a bushel sterling 
money ; with projects for creating em- 
ployment by setting men to dig holes one 
day and to fill them up the next; with 
projects for making the people contented 
by putting gags into their mouths, or by 
putting their bodies into dungeons; with 
projects for securing the happy constitu- 
tion in church and state, by punishing 
as blasphemy, proposals for putting an 
end to bribery, corruption and perjury, 
and. by punishing as sedition, humble 
petitions for putting an end,to a traflicking 
in seats, which is as ‘* notorious as. the 
** sun at noon day.” All these projects, 
and as many others as the Right Honour- 
able and Honourable persons may chuse 
to indulge themselves in, we may salely 
leave them to carry on, when we have 
once seen the Congress of these States 
openly and distinctly acknowledge the 
independence of the Spanish Colonists ; 
for, be you well assured that the flame 
of freedom will soon spread itself to eve- 
ry part of Europe, and that there will 
be no exception in favour of that little 
spot which is situated between New and 
Old Palace Yard, and that the Right 
Honourable and Honourable persons will 
soon find themselves in full as great dan- 
ger as they would have been in from 
those barrels of gunpowder, or other 
combustibles, which they (from their con- 
scious innocence no doubt) suspected to 
have found under the sacred place of 
their sittings, on the day previous totheir | 
meeting in 1817, and. their.search after 
which powder or cumbustibles, their vile 
hirelings of the Courter endeavoured to 
make the public believe was a ceremony 
of mere form, and agreeable to ancient 
custom; when that public well knew, 





mutton and beef and turkeys and bacon 


that no such transaction bad taken place 
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before from. the time when Queen ANNE 
ascended the throne. 

Yes, my dear Sir, we may leave the 
Right Honourable and Honourable pro- 
jectors to amuse themselves as they like. 
They will be awakened at last, | will 
warrant them. However, my confident 
expectation is, that the spirit of the na- 
tion will have compelled the government, 
before this reaches you, to inierfere in 
the contest in South America. There 
needs only an acknowledgment of the in 
dependence of the Colonies, the sending 
out of a couple of frigates, and halfa dozen 
transports to differeut places, loaded with 
arms and munitions of war. The thing is 
so cheap. Itis so manifestly advantageous 
to the commerce, the navigation, and the 
manufactures of England, that the whole 
country must be for it, except the Bo 
roughmongers and their immediate broods. 
The merchants, the fundboijders, the stu- 
pid country-genitlemen, the ship-owners, 
the master manulacturers and the brutal 
farmers; all must see that the thing is 
for their interest; and though it will 
mortify many of them to the very soul, 
that the thing cannot take place without 
giving a deadly blow to all their insolent 
aristocratical hopes, still, in their selfish 
hearts, mammon will prevail at last. If 
mamimon should not prevail at first, cur 
enemies will see, from the decisions of 
the congress that the thing will be done 
without him ; and then we shall have envy 
on our side. ‘hus, as you told the At- 
torney General that you were no more 
scrupulous in choosing persons to assist 
you in carrying on the work of Reform, 
than the King was in choosing persons 
to assist him in carrying on his wars ; so, 
upon this occasion, we shall accept of an 
alliance with passions furnished us by the 
Devii himself. 

It is a curious predicament, however, 
in which our enemies are placed: they 
must seek their own ruin, and the ever- 
lasting disgrace of their country : as for 
country they care nothing, indeed ; they 
must seek their own ruin, their own ine- 
vitable ruin ; or they must act in sucha 
way, as will inevitably tend to the utter 
destruction of all those abominable prin- 
ciples, to which they stand pledged, and 





upon which they have. pawned their very 
souls. 3 3 
Every day may now be expected to 
give rise, in this quarter of the world, 
to events of the greatest importance, of 
which it shal] be my endeavour and my 
pride to keep you correctly informed. ~ E. 
little thought that an advantage so great 
as this would arise out of that exile, into 
which | was forced by the adoption of 
those tyrangical measures; which adep- 
tion principally arose trom the abandon- 
ment of our cause by Sir Francis’ Bur- 


pETT. He, I see by the Mornine Curon-: 


IcLE of the 10th of October was ‘* en- 
‘* joying. every night, Irish hospitality 


‘* at Lord Viscount Lismore s, at the no-: 


** ble mansion of Shanbely, in company 
‘ with the noble host and with the Earl 


‘‘ of GLENGALL, and listening to Firzpa- 


‘* prick, the celebrated Irish piper, who 


‘‘ had been sent for on the occasion.’’: 
We will, my dear Sir, leave Sir Francis: 


to the enjoyment of the society of these 


noble persons, the one of them made a> 


Viscount by Lord Grenvitite and the 
other an Earl by Lord Castiereacn in 
the year 1816; we will leave him in this 
splendid circle of Borough-patrons and 
pensioned and sinecure families,: to for- 
get the sufferings of the poor Reformers, 
who are shut up in Sspmourn’s dun- 
geons ; and we will enjoy, for our parts, 
the fair prospect of seeing liberty  tri- 
umphant in the Spanish Colonies, and 
thence carrying ber banner to every en- 
slaved part of the world. 

With the greatest respect and esteem, 
and with the most anxious. wishes for a 
long continuance of your life and health, 

I remain, my dear Sir, 
Your faithful friend 
and obedient servant, 
WM. COBBETT. 


ae 


The. public will see the necessity of 
the twice inserting the following letter to 
the French editor of my Grammar, as it 
is not only proper for me to expose him 
and do justice to myself before those of 
the French nation who do not understand 
our language, but might be looked upon: 
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as keeping from such nobility as my 
editor the opportunity of justifying their 
brother if they can. 


ee 


A MONSIEUR LE COMTE SCIPION 
DU ROURE. 


North Hampstead, ge de New-York,) 
e 13 Novembre, 1817. 


Monsieur le Comte, 


Il parait que votre Seigneurie s’est 
constituée l’éditeur d’une édition de ma 
Grammaire Frangaise, publi¢e a Paris, par 
Bossange, Masson, et autres libraires ; 
qu’elle se vend a Londres chez Long- 
man, Rees, Orme, & Brown, dans Pater- 
Noster-Row. Il parait aussi que votre 
Seigneurie a été l’éditeur de cing éditions 
de cet ouvrage, intitulé ‘‘ Le Maitre An- 
glais.”’ Il parait encore que votre Sei- 
gneurie s’est plue a ajouter 4 ma compo- 
sition un énorme fatras de maticre tirée 
de son propre fonds. II parait, en outre, 
que Mr. Saintin, libraire 4 Paris, a pu- 
blié une édition de cet ouvrage tel qu’il 
sortit originairement de ma plume, et tel 
qu’il fut publié en 1795, a Philadelphie, 

r M. Thomas Bradford, hbraire de 
cette ville. 

Monsieur le Comte, j’ai deux motifs 
de plainte envers votre Seigneurie : pre- 
micrement vous vous étes permis de pu- 
blier sous mon nom, et sans mon consente- 
ment, une infinité de choses qui non- 
seulement ne sont point de moi, mais que 
j'ai toujours considérées comme futiles, 
et comme indignes d’arréter l’attention 
d’un homme de sens; totalement ¢tran- 
géeres a la science du Grammairien. II 
est vrai que votre Seigneurie a beaucoup 
ajouté 4 mon ouvrage. Je puis aussi 
aisément ajouter a la quantité de ma bierre 
forte: il ne me faut pour cela qu’un 
puits et une pompe. Un gentilhomme, 
et qui est aussi Comte, reliait jadis des 
livres pour moi, 4 Londres ; la maticre 
qu’il ajoutait 4 mes ouvrages avait du 
moins un but utile ; cependant ce noble 
personnage ne prétendit jamais associer 
son nom a celui de l’auteur. Votre Sei- 
gneurie a mis son nom et ses titres de 
noblesse a la suite de ses propres éucu- 
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brations, tandis qu’elle a simplement lais- 
sé mon nom au dos du livre: Monsieur 
le Comte, ceci est ce que j’appelle ne 
pas donner beau jeu. Si Jes conceptions 
de votre Seigneurie sont effectivement 
bonnes et utiles en elles-mémes, je sou- 
haite, de tout mon coeur, qu’elles soient 
mises au jour a4 part, et sous tel nom ou 
tels auspices qu’il plaira 4 votre Sev- 
gneurie de les publier, hors mon nom. 
Mr. Saintin a différemment’ agi dans son 
édition : il a ré-imprimé le livre tel gu’ il 
Pavait trouvé; par 1a il a justement lais- 
sé au jugement du lecteur, le soin de pro- 
noncer sur ma réputation de grammairien. 

Mon autre plainte contre votre Sei- 
gneurie est d’une nature bien plus grave. 
Il semble que ce n’était point assez pour 
vous d’avoir estropié, surchargé, dénaiu- 
ré, défiguré, pour ne pas dire disgracié 
mon ouvrage par tous les moyens qui 
tendaient a détruire l’effet de cette clarté 
et de cette simplicité qui font son princi- 
pal mérite ; il fallait encore que votre 
Seigneurie cherchat 4 m’dter tout-a-fait 
la réputation d’étre véritablement auteur 
de cette grammaire, et 4 me faire passer, 
dans le monde, pour un imposteur litté- 
raire. 








A la premiére ligne de la préface que 
votre Seigneurie a mise a la cinquiéme 
édition, publiée en 1816, une note ajou- 
tée en renvoi, porte en substance: ‘ 1. 
‘+ Qu’il est douteux que Mr. Cobbett soit. 
‘* réellement Vauteur de Vouvrage. 2.’ 
Que plusieurs personnes, dignes de foi, 
vous ont assuré que }’étais loin de sa- 
voir assez bien le Francais pour étre 
capable d’écrire un pareil ouvrage. 
3. Qu’en outre, malgré que je fusse 
un excellent écrivain politique, je n’a- 
vais point regu, dans ma jeunesse, cette 
éducation classique qui est indispensable 
dans une télle entreprise. 4. Qu’un 
Frangais bien informé, et qui avait sui- 
vi le commerce de la librairie, pendant 
vingt ans, aux Etats Unis, vous avait 
dit plusieurs fois, que cet ouvrage fut 
totalement composé, par un Frangais 
que ce libraire vous nomma; lequel 
Francais consentit, pour m/’obliger, a 
ce que je publiasse cette grammaire 
sous mon nom. 5. Que peut-étre ce 
‘‘ grammairien Frangais pensa qu il se- 
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‘‘ ‘rait avantageux de publier son ouvrage 
** sous Pégide de ma réputation littératre. 
** 6. Que vous avez vous-méme décou- 
** vert deux ou trois morceaux qui déce- 
‘“‘ Jaient une plume frangaise. 7. Que 
* pourvu qu’un ouvrage fai bon, il im- 
‘* portait fort peu de savoir qui en était 
‘* Vauteur; mais que le public aimait 
** tellement. les anecdotes, que vous lui 
“‘ aviez dorné celle-ci autant pour gra- 
“ tifler son godt que pour arriver 4 la 
‘“« vérité du fait. 8. Que si vous aviez 
*« été mal informé vous vous feriez un 
‘‘ véritable plaisir de publier une retrac- 
‘tation du contenu de cette note, et 
*< qgu’en me rétablissant dans tous. mes 
** droits d’auteur, ce serait ajouter un 
‘* nouveau brillant a la réputation que je 
‘‘ m’étais acquise comme écrivain poli- 
“* tique.” 

J’ai ainsi classé les propositions, Mon- 
sieur le Comte, afin de me garder contre 
cette confusion d’idées dans laquelle l’es- 
prit de votre Seigneurie semble se com- 
plaire. Quant a la premicre, je suis 
maintenant dans ce méme pays ou I’ou- 
vrage en question fut originairement pu- 
blié par M. Thomas Bradford, a qui je le 
vendis. Son fils, M. Samuel Bradford, 
qui l’imprifna, et qui retira le manuscrit 
de mes mains, feuille 4 feuille, est en- 
core vivant, ainsi que son pere: tous 
deux résident 4 Philadelphie. Quant a 
la deuxicme et troisicme propositions, je 
dois faire observer a votre Seigneurie 
qu’elle se trompe grossi€rement en croy- 
ant qu’un sang noble et une férule de col- 
lége soient deux ingrédients indispensa- 
bles a la formation d’un jugement sain et 
d'un bon esprit d’analyse. Quant a la 
quatriéme et cinqwiéme de ces proposi- 
tions, je dois dire que les faits cités par 
votre Seigneurie sont enticrement faux, 
et qu’il est de notori€été que tous les 
mots. de cette grammaire sont de moi, 
et écrits de ma main; nonobstant ceci, 
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quelle étonnante générosité i) vous a fal- 
lu préter 4 ce Frangais! quel désimté- 

ressement et quelle philantropie! et ce- 

pendant, non moins rempli de sagacité, 

voyant qu’il désirait de répandre son ou- 

vrage avec les avantages que lui promet- 

taient ma réputation littéraire, je le cou- 

vris de l’égide de mon nom, et cel& quand 

je n’avais encore rien publié de ma vie! 
Ah! Monsieur le Comte, Monsieur le 

Comte, les dates sont de bien terribles: 
armes contre un écrivain qui veut détruire 
des faits. Maintenant, Monsieur le Comte, 
nommez ce Frangais bien informé, de qui 
vous tenez cette anecdote : nommez-le, 

Monsieur le Comte. Quant a la sixiéme 

proposition, ce qui vient d’étre dit dé- 

montre que la noblesse et une saine cri- 
tique ne vont point toujours ensemble. 
Quant a la seéptiéme, ne m’en voulez pas, 
Monsieur le Comte, si je me permets dé 
conseiller 4 votre Seigneurie de mieux 
employer a l’avenir votre talent pour les 
anecdotes en apprenant au pubiic, com- 
ment il se fait que de simple Citoyen Sci- 
pion du Roure, vous étes devenu tout 
d’un coup gentilhomme ? et comment il 
se fait que dans la cinquiéme édition du 
** Maitre Frangais,” le gentilhomme a dé- 

couvert ces choses curieuses que le ci- 

toyen Scipion ignorait auparavant, puis- 
qu'il n’en est point question dans les pré- 

cédentes éditions? Serait-ce le nouveau 

titre de Comte qui aurait produit cette 

addition de lumiéres? ou bien des deux 

hommes qui apparaissent dans la per- 

sonne de votre Seigneurie, le simple ci- 

toyen Scipion du Roure serait-il le plus 

honnéte ? , 

Quant a la derniére de vos propositions, 
si‘ votre Seigneurie avait réellement desi- 
ré de connaitre la vérité, je n’étais point 
dans. une position si obscure en 1816, 
que votre Seigneurie n’eut pu me décou- 
vrir et correspondre avec moi par lettre 
ou autrement. Pour ce qui regarde ce 
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que votre Seigneurie considére comme 
un brillant, je V’ai, toujours estimé comme 
un objet de peu de valeur. Mais, Mon- 
sicur le Comte, vous savez que lorsque 
un guidam cherche a nous enlever clan- 
destinement, méme une paire de vieux 
souliers, nous ne laissons point que de 


le faire fustiger, quoique l’objet. ainsi. 


dérobé ne vaille point grand chose. 
Ceci pourrait suffire en réponse a.vo- 
tre anecdote, mais puisque votre Sei- 
gneurie m’a forcé de parler publique- 
ment sur ce sujet, je profiterai de cette 
occasion pour annoncer au public les 
projets que j’ai formés relativement a 
cette grammaire. J’ai toujours dit que 
cet ouvrage fut composé a la hate, et 
qu il était loin d’étre ce qu'il eut été si 
yavats eu le loisir quime manguait. Ce 
loisir je l’ai maintenant, et avant le mois 
de Mai prochain je me propose, en fesant 
publier a Paris sous la protection des 
Jors, une édition nouvelle et corrigée de 
ma granmnaire, non seulement de rendre 
inutile la rétractation si généreusement 
promise par votre Seigneurie, mais en- 
core d’empécher efficacement votre Se!- 
gneurie de remonter désormais sur mes 
épaules. odd 
Dans la préface de votre Seigneurie, 
yous avez la, complaisance de faire res- 
sortir la bonté que vous avez eue en pur- 
geant le texte de ses hétérogéndités, une 
opération dans le godt des gens qui pré- 
ferent la faiblesse a la force. Je vais 
mettre tous mes soins a ce que votre Sei- 
gneurie ne renouvelle point ses purga- 
tions sur ma grammaire. Les notes ex- 
plicatoires ont été, dites-vous, si bien re- 
gues du public dans vos éditions précé- 
dentes, que vous avez cru devoir les 
quadrupler dans la présente. De sorte, 
Monsieur le Comte, que si le vieil adage 
est vrai, qu’un gros livre est une grande 
calamité, votre Seigneurie est en train de 


me rendre la cause innocente de cette ca- 
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Jamité positive envers V’espéce humaine. 
fe sentiment d’un devoir sacré me com- 
| mande, en conséquence, d’arréter le cours 
de ce fléau, et d’abandonner a votre Sei- 
gneurie ses profondes remarques clas- 
sigues sur la naturedes voyelles et des con» 
sonnes, avec ses descriptions recherchées 
des sons. Que toutes ces belles concep- 
tions du génie classiquede votre Seigneurie 
fassent leur chemin dans le monde, sans 
partage des honneurs qui leur sont dis.* 





* Voici un échantillon des notes de mon 
noble éditeur: dans mes régles sur les irré- 
gularités de l’ortographe de nos verbes j’avais 
donné pour exemple le mot to rap, que javais 
traduit en Frangais par le mot frapper. La- 
dessus le noble comte dit, 4 la page 44 de la 
5me édition, que je suis dans l’erreur, parce 
que le mot frapper signifie en Anglais, éo 
strike, beat or smite, et non pas to rap, qui 
nest, dit-il, jamais employé en Anglais que 
pour frapper & une porte. Maintenant, que dit 
le dictionnaire de Johnson? ‘“ T'o rap, to strike 
with a quick smart blow.” En voila assez pour 
nous douner a juger des grands avantages 
que le noble comte a retirés de son éducation 
classique, et de ceux que ses écoliers retire- 
reront de cette masse incohérente de notes 
par lesgnelles il a presque étouffe la clarté de 
mon ouvrage. 

Puisque je suis sur ce sujet, je vais donner 
ici un autre échantillon du savoir que mon 
editeur gentilhomme montre sur la langue 
Anglaise ; j’ajouterai, en méme tems, un fait 
qui donnera la mesure de son intégrité poli- 
tique. A la téte de la quatriéme édition de 
ma grammaire qu’il publia en 1809, se trouve 
une dédicace adressee & Thomas Jefferson, 
alors Président des Etats Unis d’ Amérique, 
oi mon éditeur s’appelle simplement “‘ Scipion 
du Roure, natif de Marseilles.”” Le motif 
principal gui lui fait dedier Pouvrage 4 Mr. 
‘efferson est, dit-il, dans leccasion qu’il hui 
offre ‘‘d’exprimer publiquement la haute es- 
‘‘ time et admiration non équiveques qu'il 
‘4 dés longtems entretenues sur son adminis- 
‘‘ tration.” I] poursuit son compliment et 
demande a qui il pourrait dédier, avec plus 
% convenance, “une grammaire de {a 
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En méme ‘tems que je feral réimpri- 
mer l’ouvrage en question, je pubiierai 
en Amérique, en France, et en Angle- 
terre, une grammaire en langue Fran- 
caise 4 Pusage des Anglais qui veulent 
apprendre le Frangais ; la plus grande 
partie de cet ouvrage est déja avancée : 
il a été compose en forme de legons pour 
mes-enfans. L’intrusion de votre Sei- 
gneurie sur mes terres est un nouveau 
motif pour me hater de. mettre la der- 
ni€re main a cette composition. 

L’avant-coureur de ces deux ouvrages 
sera une Grammaire de la langue An- 
glaise, qui sera publiée dans le courant 
du mois de Janvier prochain, et jetée en 





LANGUE AMERICAINE.” 
moi, qui suis Anglais jusqu’a la moélle des os, 
je vois mon ouvrage publié par un comte 
Frangais, et dédie 4 un président Américain ! 
Fort bien, Messieurs! loin de moi lidée de 
trouver cela mauvais ; mais point de Langue 
Américaine, s*ilvous plait. C’est une gram- 
maire pour apprendre l’anglais. La verité est 
qu’en 1809, mon noble éditeur n’avait aucune 
espérance d’étre jamais rien au dela de Sci- 
pion du Roure tout court ; et puis il était alors 
si furieusement démocratique qu'il voulait en- 
lever 4 la petite ile, ma patrie, jusqu’d son 
langage. En 1816 €tant, par la grace d’une 
armée Anglaise, devenu comte, il laisse paisi- 
blement de cdté sa dédicace 4 M. Jefferson, 
tout en cherchant a me dérober lecrédit d’étre 
Vauteur de cet ouvrage. 

Malheureusement pour la reputation du 
comte qui se donne pour adepte dans la langue 
Anglaise, il se mit dans la téte d’écrire sa dédi- 
cace en Anglais; on y lit ce passage: ‘ Re- 
‘** corded honours will long, very long continue 
‘*to gather round your monument and thicken 
‘‘ over him; it is a solid fabric, and will bear 
‘¢ the laurels that adorn it.”’ -S’il est un Amé- 
ricain qui veuille reconnaitre ceci pour le 
langage de son pays, je ne m’y oppose en 
aucune fagon; mais, pour ma part, je le désa- 
voue entiérement, sachant bien que ce n’est 
pas Anglais. ; 


December 


Ainsi donc, 
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avant comme un cartel adressé aux grosses 
Tétes des trois pays ; 4 tous les profes- 
seurs de langues de toutes les écoles, de 
tous les colléges. Si par le moyen de 
cette grammaire je ne rends point, dans 
un an, tout garcon laboureur doué d’un 
sens juste, capable d’écrire Il’ Anglais avec 
autant de correction qu’en mettent les 
grands humanistes ou les doctes Hellén- 
istes dans leurs compositions, Latines ou 
Gréques, au bout de sept ou huit dnnées 
‘d'études, je consentirai volontiers 4 pas- 
ser, dans le monde, pour cet imposteur 
littéraire que votre Seigneurie a si can- 
didement cherché a lui signaler en ma 
personne. 

Cependamt je dois remarquer, par 
forme de conclusion, et pour rendre jus- 

e avotre Seigneurie, que ses procédés 
envers moi ont l’autorité d’un grand ex- 
emple en leur faveur. Mes écrits ont 


4 d’autres plumes que la mienne ; c’é- 
tait toujours a de doctes et éminens 


ont enfm, en dtant toutes les libertés 
au peuple Anglais, seulement pour me 
forcer au silence, proclamé leur propre 
ioe a la face de lunivers, et donné 
apres tout une telle publicité a ces 
écrits que les calomnies les plus éten- 
dues n’ont pu les atteindre. Ces arre- 
gants et sots personnages souffrent main- 
tenant les punitions qu’ils ont si riche- 
ment méritées, de peur qu’en adoptant 
les moyens de salut qui leur ont été dé- 
veloppés depuis longtems par moi, comme 
tout le monde sait, ils se couvrent de 
honte en suivant enfin cette, ligne de con- 
duite qui leur avait été tracée, dés long- 
tems, par ’homme qu’ils haissent, et qu’ils 
ont cherché 4 détruire par cela seul qu’il 
possédait des talens et des vues infini- 
ment audessus des leurs. _ I! faut cepen- 
dant qu’ils se rendent a la fin, et je suis 








été, pendant plusieurs années, attribués 


personnages : mais ces grands.seigneurs: 


owe 
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fortement convaincu que le jour n’est 
pas éloigné on je les verrai tellement hu- 
miliés qu’ils cesseront d’étre un objet 
d@envie, méme aux yeux de votre Sei- 
gheurie. 
Je suis, 
Monsieur le Comte, 
De votre Seigneurie, 
Le trés-obéissant, et 
trés-humble Serviteur, 
W. COBBETT. 


A Monstevur te Comte Screron pu Rovre. 
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Messieurs les Journalistés aux Etats 
Unis et en Angleterre qui aiment le frane 
jeu et qui détestent les fraudes littéraires, 
me rendront un véritable service en 
donnant une place dans leur journal a Ja 
lettre ci-dessus, lorsqu’ils pourront dis- 
poser d’un espace suffisant. . 
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